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Benefits 
 
Simlab 3D PDF from Autodesk 3D Studio Max plugin, enables the user to create 3D PDF 
files from inside the 3D Studio Max environment.  
 
3D PDF files can be opened using a free version of Adobe Acrobat reader, which is 
virtually available on every machine. 
 
Sharing 3D models as 3D PDF files, enables the designer to communicate her/his models 
with technical and none technical users, without risking the original model, and without 
requiring the file recipient to download an external application. 

 
Requirements  
 
The plug-in is supported on the following versions of 3D Studio Max (2009, 2010, and 
2011) , (32 and 64 bit) 
 
The file recipient will need a free version of Acrobat reader 9.0 or later on Windows or 
Mac to open the 3D PDF file. 
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Tutorial  
 
To export a 3D PDF file from 3D Studio max, the user opens the model to be exported. 
Then clicks on Plugins -> PDF Export -> Export PDF  
 

 
 

Internally the plugin utilizes the OBJ exporter included in 3D Studio Max, The option 
dialog for OBJ export will appear to the user. The user should make sure the following 
options are set: 
 
Flip YZ-axis is UnCheked 
Texture coordinates is Checked 
Normals is Checked  
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When the obj file export is completed, the user should click Done. 
 

 
 
Then, the user selects the output file name. The plug-in by default exports the different 
views in 3D Studio Max and all the cameras created by the user. The user has the option 
to remove any of the views or cameras, to rename, and to change their order in the 
generated file. 
 

 
 
 
By selecting the cameras, the operation is completed and the 3D PDF file is generated  
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3D PDF Settings  
 
Page tab 
 
File To Append To setting is used for appending PDF files together. This can be used to 
ŀǇǇŜƴŘ ŀ о5 ƳƻŘŜƭ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ƘŜŀŘŜǊΣ ƻǊ Ǉroject description available in 2D PDF 
format. 2D PDF files can be generated using different programs, such as; Acrobat, 
WinWord, PowerPoint, or Open Office. Different 3D PDF files generated by our program 
can also be appended together, for showing the 3D steps of a product assembly, for 
example.  

 

PDF Settings (Page tab) 

Background setting can be used for changing the appearance of the portion of the PDF 
document, outside the 3D ƳƻŘŜƭΩǎ ŀrea, ({ŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ о5 ƳƻŘŜƭΩǎ ŀǊŜŀ can be found 
under the 3D tab). For the Page background either Single Color or Image setting can be 
chosen. For the single color a user can pick the color he/she wants. On the other hand if 
a user selected the Image option, a text box will appear for him/her to navigate to the 
image file he/she wants. The Scale To Fit option is available if the image needs to be 
scaled to fit the background area.  

Background music option is available for users ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ƛƴ Ψ*.ƳǇоΩ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
created 3D PDF file. A user can navigate to an ΨϝΦmp3Ω file, and can check the Repeat 
option to make sure that the music file will continue to repeat as long as the 3D PDF file 
is being viewed.  
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 Margins of the 3D PDF page are very important in deciding where the background 
color, or imagine are going to be seen. In the first image shown below Left and Right 
margins are set to 40, thus the selected background color is can be seen on both sides. 
In the second image both Left and Right margins are set to zero, so the background 
color cannot be seen on either side. Margin settings are used to specify page distances 
at the Top, Bottom, Left and Right, where the background is to be seen.  

 

Single Color Background 

 

Single Color Background with ZERO Left and Right margins 
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PDF Settings  

(Page tab with Image background option selected) 

File Password setting can be used to provide security to created 3D PDF files, so a file 
cannot be opened without a password.  

Page Size setting enables a user to input the required page size of the created 3D PDF 
file.  

Header/Footer tab 
 
In this tab a user can input text for both header and/or footer for the created 3D PDF 
page. The color, font, and font size of the text can all be selected in this tab.  

 

PDF Settings (Header/Footer tab) 


