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Benefits 
 
3D PDF is the best way to share 3D models with users without risking losing their details. The file recipient will need a 
free copy of Adobe Acrobat reader (which is already installed on most Windows and Mac machines). 
Navigating the 3D model is very easy and can be mastered by none technical users. The file creator has the option to 
include multiple cameras in the 3D PDF file, and to make the file recipient switch between those predefined cameras. 
 

Installation 
 
The plugin automatically registers itself with Rhino 4 / 5 when it is installed.  
The functionality of the plugin can be accessed from the menu SimLab -> PDF Export  

  
Manual registration may be needed in some cases. In case the top level menu Plugins did not appear, the user can 
manually register the plugin by clicking Tools -> Options. From the option dialog the user should select Plug-ins. 
 

 
 

From the plug-ins options the user should click on install and select the RHP file for the plugin 
(SimLabPluginPDFFromRhino.rhp). 
 
For 64 bit version default location is  
C:\Program Files\SimLab\Plugins\SimLab 3D PDF From Rhino\  
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For 32 bit version default location on windows 64 bit is  
C:\Program Files (x86)\SimLab\Plugins\SimLab 3D PDF From Rhino\  
The default location of the RHP file in windows 32 bit is  
C:\Program Files\SimLab\Plugins\SimLab 3D PDF From Rhino\  
 

Exporting 3D PDF files from Rhino 
 
Exporting 3D PDF file can be done by clicking SimLab -> PDF Export -> Export. The user will then be asked to select the 
output file name. 

 
After selecting the output file name the camera manager dialog will appear. Each view in Rhino will be listed as a 
camera in this dialog, using the camera manager dialog the user will be able to select the cameras to be included in 
the generated 3D PDF file, and the order of those cameras. The user will also be able to change the names of the 
cameras. 

 
 

For smooth transition between the different cameras in the 3D PDF file, it is advised to make all the views 
perspective, which can be achieved from Rhino by clicking on the view and changing the projection to be perspective 
as shown in the following image. 
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Exporting layer structure 
 
Layer hierarchy inside Rhino are saved in the generated 3D PDF file, the user can view the model hierarchy by clicking 
the model tree button in Acrobat reader. Using the model tree enables the user to hide and show the different parts 
of the model. 
 

 
 

In addition to default material properties the plugin exports bump and environment maps from Rhino, which results 

in top quality output 3D PDF files. 

 



 

 
                                                                                                      5 

 
 

SimLab 3D PDF plugin for Rhino 4 

 

Mesh Quality  
 
The plugin uses the rendering mesh from inside Rhino. In case the rendering mesh was never created, the plugin 
creates it behind the scene. 
The user can control the number of polygons of the rendering mesh from Tools -> Options -> Mesh 

 

 
 
Making the mesh smoother increases the size of the output 3D PDF file.  
 

 
  


